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State Legislative Initiative Grant
The Jewish Healthcare Foundation 
(JHF) is operating as the fiscal 
agent for federal Coronavirus State 
Fiscal Recovery Funds provided 
through the Pennsylvania 
Department of Human Services

Goal is to reduce maternal 
mortality, morbidity, and support 
new families
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2021 U.S. 
maternal mortality 
rates were highest 
in country’s 
history – 40% 
increase from 
previous year

Source: NPR
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Grant background
Funding need established by PA Women’s Health Caucus

Federal Coronavirus State Fiscal Recovery Funds provided 
through the Pennsylvania Department of Human Services

The Jewish Healthcare Foundation is solely operating as a 
fiscal agent
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JHF.org/MaternalCare
Applications accepted beginning April 30, 2023

Awards issued on rolling basis through April 30, 2024 or until 
funding is fully expended

Grants between $15,000 - $100,000 per year, for up to 2 years

Expect first projects to start September/October 2023
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What do we mean by “innovation?”
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Maternal Care Innovation RFP
Grants may range from infrastructure, 
information technology, staff, services, 
materials, etc., as long as applications 
demonstrate how the grant will benefit 
pregnant individuals and/or new families

Interested in programs and services that 
address systemic challenges affecting 
maternal health outcomes
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Maternal Care Innovation RFP
LOOKING FOR…
•New & innovative projects
•Evidence based interventions
•Seed funding
•Expanding impact of existing 
programs
•Planning grants & pilot 
projects

NOT LOOKING FOR…
•Operational costs for ongoing 
work
•Large or longitudinal research
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RFP Requirements
EXPLAINING THE TECHNICAL COMPONENTS
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Can you do the work?

Can you maintain records 
and files?

Can you manage the funds?



Proposal Conditions
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Modifications: Any changes to the RFP will be made public.

Inaccuracies: Do not misrepresent your organization.

Incurred costs: Preparing a proposal takes time and energy – but 
funding cannot be used to cover that time.



Services & Funding Available
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JHF intends to award Maternal Care Innovation grants 
ranging between $15,000 - $100,000 per year, for up to two 
years. 

Funding for this opportunity is being provided for a limited 
amount of time and for projects with limited scopes. No 
funding is guaranteed outside of the two-year window. 



Program Requirements
Must be able to produce all 
programmatic and financial reports –
due quarterly to JHF

All awardees must sign a lobbying 
certification form

Maintain any licensures, certifications, 
and right to conduct business in PA
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JHF is a fiscal agent, awardees 
are independent of JHF and 
DHS.

Keep us updated of any 
changes!

Conflict of interest policies are 
important for every 
organization.
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Maintain records!

Best practices for all 
organizations are here – JHF 
can help with draft language 
for handbooks or other 
documentation



Insurance
Insurance coverage is required as outlined in the RFP. 

Funding cannot be used to purchase new insurance so that an 
organization is eligible to apply. 

One option may be to work with a fiscal agent (or partner 
organization) which does maintain the required insurance and will 
subcontract with your organization to conduct the proposed work. 

© JHF, PRHI, HCF



Monitoring & Auditing
Audits may happen - Maintain records! 

Records must be kept for at least 4 
years after final payment. 

Federal requirement for subgrantees 
receiving over $750,000 to maintain a 
licensed CPA and complete an audit –
no awardee of this funding will pass 
this threshold. 



Preparing a Proposal
HOW DO YOU WRITE A SUCCESSFUL APPLICATION?
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Why are you the right organization to do this work right now? 
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Activities
Activities may be the provision of direct 
services, an educational campaign, a new 
community program, etc. 

Activities may encompass a number of
objectives and tasks but work toward a 
specific goal

What are the major and/or distinct areas 
of focus in your proposal? 

© JHF, PRHI, HCF



Goals & Objectives

Goal: What long-term 
outcome(s) are you hoping for?

Objective: What specific, short-
term, measurable action(s) will 
you take? 

S • Specific

M • Measurable

A • Achievable

R • Realistic

T • Time-bound
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Sustainability & Evaluation

How will you know if your project is 
successful?

What sorts of measurable changes 
do you expect?

How will the funding ensure long-
term impacts?
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Budget
Provide a table with total costs per budget 
category
◦ Administrative/Overhead
◦ Staff salaries
◦ Advertisement
◦ Technology
◦ Etc.

Explain and justify the estimated costs –
how will this funding amount support your 
goals and objectives?
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Letters of Support
“Applicants in resource-rich 
regions are encouraged to 
establish and/or describe 
partnerships and 
collaborations with other 
organizations to ensure a 
wholistic approach to 
improving maternal health 
outcomes.” 
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Review Process

How will proposals be 
evaluated?
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Q&A
MCH-RFP@JHF.ORG
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